In the Specification 


The Abstract of the Disclosure section on page 48 of the application is amended 
as follows: 

There is provided a multiple-component tampon applicator formed from at least 
three separate components including a barrel, a plunger, a fingergrip, an insertion tip . A 
f i ng e rgr i p having a r e duc e d cross s e ction as compar e d to that of the barr e l may b e 
form e d such that i t i s a separat e component or is i nt e gra ll y formed w i th a barr ol 
compon e nt. The reduc e d cross s e ct i on f i ng e rgr i p prov i d e s e xc e pt i ona l gr i ppab ili ty to 
th e us e r. The at least three separate components are formed independently from one 
another, prior to forming the applicator. The multiple components may be formed from 
materials including, for example, biopolymer including starches and proteins, cardboard, 
heat shrink plastic, paper slurry, plastic, plastic tubing, pulp slurry, pulp-molded paper, 
or any combinations thereof. Pr i or to ass e mb l y of th e app li cator and pr i or to l oad i ng th e 
b a rr el compon e nt w i th an absorb e nt p le dg e t, p e ta l s may b e form e d on th e ins e rt i on e nd 
of th o barre l us i ng e x i sting proc e ss e s and e qu i pm e nt. A l tern a t i v e ly, a s e parat e 
i nsert i on t i p compon e nt hav i ng p e ta l s may b e form e d. Th i s s e p a rat e compon e nt may 
th e n b e conn e cted to th e barr el compon e nt ei th e r before or aft e r an absorb e nt p le dg e t 
i s l o a d e d i nto th e barr e l compon e nt. Methods for making a multiple component tampon 
applicator are also provided. 
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